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STEPHEN LAW

The Philosophy Gym

Where did the universe come from? Is time travel possible? Are genetically
designed babies morally acceptable? If you have ever asked yourself such
questions, then you have already begun to think philosophically. This book is
for those who want to take the next step. Stephen Law poses questions about
some of the most important philosophical issues of today - and of yesterday.
Light-hearted questions about whether a pickled sheep is really art rub
shoulders with more profound and time-honoured fears about whether God
exists. In this radically new way of looking at philosophy, Stephen Law
illustrates the problem with a story then lets both sides of the argument battle
it out in clear, easily digestible and intelligent prose. And, by separating each
issue into a distinct section, it is possible to dip in and out of in any order and at
any time you like!

The Pig that Wants to be Eaten

Is it right to eat a pig that wants to be eaten? Are you really reading this book
cover, or are you in a simulation? If God is all-powerful, could he create a
square circle? Here are 100 of the most intriguing thought experiments from
the history of philosophy and ideas - questions to leave you inspired, informed,
and scratching your head, dumbfounded.
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Religion for Atheists

All of us, whether religious, agnostic or atheist, are searching for meaning. And
in this wise and life-affirming book, non-believer Alain de Botton both rejects
the supernatural claims of the major religions and points out just how many
good ideas they sometimes have about how we should live.

And he suggests that non-believers can learn and steal from them.

Picking and choosing from the thousands of years of advice assembled by the
world's great religions, Alain de Botton presents a range of fascinating ideas
and practical insights on art, community, love, friendship, work, life and death.
He shows how they can be of use to us all, irrespective of whether we do or
don't believe.
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War Doctor

For more than twenty-five years, David Nott has taken unpaid leave from his
job as a general and vascular surgeon with the NHS to volunteer in some of the
world's most dangerous war zones.

War Doctor is his extraordinary story.
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How the World Thinks

In this ground-breaking global overview of philosophy, Julian Baggini travels
the world to provide a wide-ranging map of human thought.

One of the great unexplained wonders of human history is that written
philosophy flowered entirely separately in China, India, and Ancient Greece at
more or less the same time. These early philosophies have had a profound
impact on the development of distinctive cultures in different parts of the
world. What we call 'philosophy' in the West is not even half the story.

Julian Baggini sets out to expand our horizons in How the World Thinks,
exploring the philosophies of Japan, India, China, and the Muslim world, as well
as the lesser-known oral traditions of Africa and Australia's first peoples.
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A Little History of Philosophy

Philosophy begins with questions about the nature of reality and how we
should live. These were the concerns of Socrates, who spent his days in the
ancient Athenian marketplace asking awkward questions, disconcerting the
people he met by showing them how little they genuinely understood. This
engaging book introduces the great thinkers in Western philosophy and
explores their most compelling ideas about the world and how best to live in it.
Nigel Warburton guides us on a chronological tour of the major ideas in the
history of philosophy. He provides interesting and often quirky stories of the
lives and deaths of thought-provoking philosophers from Socrates, who chose
to die by hemlock poisoning rather than live on without the freedom to think
for himself, to Peter Singer, who asks the disquieting philosophical and ethical
questions that haunt our own times.
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Not in God’s Name

Despite predictions of continuing secularisation, the twenty-first century has
witnessed a surge of religious extremism and violence in the name of God.

In this powerful and timely book, Jonathan Sacks explores the roots of violence
and its relationship to religion, focusing on the historic tensions between the
three Abrahamic faiths: Judaism, Christianity, and Islam.

Drawing on arguments from evolutionary psychology, game theory, history,
philosophy, ethics and theology, Sacks shows how a tendency to violence can
subvert even the most compassionate of religions. Through a close reading of
key biblical texts at the heart of the Abrahamic faiths, Sacks then challenges
those who claim that religion is intrinsically a cause of violence and argues that
theology must become part of the solution if it is not to remain at the heart of
the problem.

For the sake of humanity and the free world, the time has come for people of
all faiths and none to stand together and declare: Not in God's Name.

Animal Liberation

In the decades since this landmark classic first appeared, some public attitudes
to animals may have changed but our continued abuse of animals in factory
farms and as tools for research shows that the underlying ideas Singer exposes
as ethically indefensible are still dominating the way we treat animals. As Yuval
Harari's brilliantly argued introduction makes clear, this book is as relevant now
as the day it was written.
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Me Before You

One of Britain’s most popular novelists, Jojo Moyes worked variously as a
minicab controller and brochure writer for Club 18-30 before winning a bursary
to attend a course in journalism. After a decade as a successful journalist, she
turned to writing fiction with her first book Sheltering Rain. She won the hearts
of legions of readers with her poignant novel Me Before You, introducing the
popular character Lou Clark whose story continues in the follow-up

novels After You and Still Me.

Under the Wig

In this memoir, murder case lawyer William Clegg revisits his most intriguing
trials, from the acquittal of Colin Stagg to the shooting of Jill Dando, to the man
given life because of an earprint.

All the while he lays bare the secrets of his profession, from the rivalry among
barristers to the nervous moments before a verdict comes back, and how our
right to a fair trial is now at risk.

Under the Wig is for anyone who wants to know the reality of a murder trial. It
has been praised as "gripping" by The Times, "riveting" by the Sunday Express



https://www.waterstones.com/author/jojo-moyes/50514
https://www.waterstones.com/book/sheltering-rain/jojo-moyes/9780340960356
https://www.waterstones.com/book/after-you/jojo-moyes/9781405909075
https://www.waterstones.com/book/still-me/jojo-moyes/9780718183189
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and "fascinating" by the Secret Barrister, who described the author as "one of
our country's greatest jury advocates."

Several prominent barristers, including Matthew Scott and Bob Marshall-
Andrews QC, have said Under the Wig is a "must read" for anyone with an
interest in the criminal law. Switch off the TV dramas and see real criminal law
in action.

Pig Heart Boy

You're thirteen. All you want is a normal life. But most normal kids don't need
heart transplants.

So, there's this doctor. He says there's a chance for you. But he also says it's
experimental, controversial, and risky. And it's never been done before.
Shortlisted for the Carnegie Medal, this is a powerful, thought-provoking story
from the award-winning Malorie Blackman.




